
St Joseph’s  
Primary School 

Gayndah 

Newsletter Date 
Wednesday 

28th February 2018 

2018 Term One 
 

Week Six 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Enhancing Catholic Identity Project – Parent Surveys.  
One of our major projects for this year is to participate in a research project that will help 

us identify and strengthen our identity as a Catholic School in contemporary times. The project is called 

The Catholic Dialogue Schools Project and it is run in conjunction with the Catholic University of 

Leuven in Belgium, who will be facilitating the process on our behalf. A key part of research is to have 

authentic data and a way to collect this is through surveys. All of our staff and our Year 5 and 6 students 

will complete surveys and a critical component is for parents to complete them too. It does not matter 

what your religious background is or knowledge of religion. The surveys are completely anonymous and 

will give us some great insight into our community. 

 

Having undertaken the survey, I can honestly say, that whilst some of the deeper questions challenged me 

to think critically and re-read them a few times to gain clarity, the entire survey in its 4 sections, did only 

take the 45-50 minutes that was suggested. Can I also encourage you to answer with your first instinctual 

response, as this often indicates your most honest answer, and therefore gives us a clearer understanding 

of our reality, when we come to interpret the data later in the year. 

 

The survey timeframe is from Monday 5 March to Monday 26 March. A brochure explaining further 

about the project has been sent home with the newsletter this week. 

 

 

INSTRUCTIONS FOR COMPLETING THE SURVEY 

 Go to http://www.schoolidentity.net/ 

 Enter the website access password Ghj654 

 On the main portal, click ‘to the surveys’ 

 Under ‘User Access’ click on ‘New User’ 

 Enter the Entry Code M8yC65 in the field labelled ‘Group entry code’ 

 You will be given an individual user code and password. Please take note 

of both of these codes and keep them for future reference. These can be 

printed by clicking on the relevant button 

 You will now be presented with the preliminary Identification Diagram 

and Profile Questionnaire. Once you complete these you will arrive on the 

main questionnaire page, where you must click on each questionnaire and 

answer the questions in it to advance to the next questionnaire. 

 

Please contact the school if you require support to complete this, including accessing computer or 

Internet.  We would be happy to set some up for parents to access if necessary. 

Can I thank you in anticipation of your support in this valued element of our school’s strategic plan! 

 

 

Principal’s Letter to Parents 

http://www.schoolidentity.net/


North Burnett Sport Trials: 

Today a number of our students are participating in the trials for AFL and Softball.  On Monday 5 

March, tr ials for Touch Football occur and in a few weeks there are tr ials for Netball, Soccer and 

boys’  

 

Rugby League. 

Congratulations to all our students who are participating in the trials; we wish them all the best. 

 

Working Bee: 
Calling all parents/caregivers - please support eh school by giving up your valuable time and effort on 

Saturday 17 March.  We are holding  a working bee from 7am - 12pm.  there are a number of small 

jobs that require your talents so even if you only have an hour to spare, we would be very grateful. 

 

Jobs include: 

Cleaning windows and screens     Scrubbing sports centre  

Weeding gardens        Sand pit - topping up and turning over sand 

Raking and turning over mulch under playgrounds Cleaning out and re-organising Prep shed 

 

Prep Visit: 

Today our Prep students had a visit form the Prep students from Gayndah State School.  The children 

shared in activities that support the Personal and Social Capability of the Australian Curriculum as well 

as the English Curriculum by assisting with their Oral Language development.  Oral Language 

development underpins all literacy development and the development of reading and writing.   

 

Play provides a powerful context in which children learn as they actively engage in socially, emotionally, 

physically, and intellectually with people, objects and representations. With play children develop 

thinking and problem solving strategies. They use oral language capabilities, learn literacy, numeracy 

practices, explore a range of ways to symbolise experiences and develop imagination and creativity. 

 

Play: 
 

 provides opportunities for children to build personal identities as successful and responsible learners 

 provides connections to prior knowledge, opportunities to practise and master learning, sustain con

 centration and take risks in enjoyable and non-threatening contexts 

 involves role playing challenging life experiences, providing meaningful contexts for sensitive 

examination of issues such as fairness and bias 

 is a way for children to develop relationships, organise and make sense of their world. Children bring 

diverse background experiences, developing identities and perceptions about their own and others 

social cultural experiences. 

 provides meaningful opportunities for children to explore learning from a range of learning areas and 

transfer learning from one situation to another. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Terese 
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Welcome to another week at St Joseph’s! Our Year 5/6 students led us in assembly last week and we 

looked closely at the theme of ’Love you Neighbour’. This reminds us of the Church’s mission, 

through Caritas Australia, to walk in unity with women, men and children most vunerable to extreme 

poverty and injustice and to uphold the inherent dignity of all. “Love your neighbour” is a theme 

expressed throughout the bible but most significantly in the biblical story of the Good Samaritan, a 

parable that always has me reflecting. Our students engage in the study of the Bible and enter into 

the historical, social and cultural contexts of that time and are taught to reflect critically on the 

messages of the Old Testament and New Testament texts. The parable of the Good Samaritan is 

quite possibly one of my favourites and a simple lesson on what it means to love one’s neighbour. 

Parables were often used in the Bible to illustrate a moral or spiritual lesson, as told by Jesus in the 

Gospels.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

The parable of the Good Samaritan tells the story of a man traveling from Jerusalem to Jericho, 

and while on the way he is robbed of everything he has, including his clothing, and is beaten to within 

an inch of his life. That road was treacherously windy and was a favourite hideout of robbers and 

thieves. The next character Jesus introduces into His story is a priest. He spends no time 

describing the priest and only tells of how he showed no love or compassion for the man by failing to 

help him and passing on the other side of the road so as not to get involved. If there was anyone who 

would have known God’s law of love, it would have been the priest. By nature of his position, he was 

to be a person of compassion, desiring to help others. Unfortunately, “love” was not a word for him 

that required action on the behalf of someone else. The next person to pass by in the parable of the 

Good Samaritan is a Levite, and he does exactly what the priest did: he passes by without showing 

any compassion. Again, he would have known the law, but he also failed to show the injured man 

compassion. 

 

The next person to come by is the Samaritan, the one least likely to have shown compassion for the 

man. Samaritans were considered a low class of people by the Jews because they did not keep all the 

law. Therefore, Jews would have nothing to do with them. We do not know if the injured man was a 

Jew or Gentile, but it made no difference to the Samaritan; he did not consider the man’s race or 

religion. The “Good Samaritan” saw only a person in dire need of assistance, and assist him he did, 

above and beyond the minimum required. He dresses the man’s wounds with wine (to disinfect) and oil 

(to sooth the pain). He puts the man on his animal and takes him to an inn for a time of healing and 

pays the innkeeper with his own money. He then goes beyond common decency and tells the 

innkeeper to take good care of the man, and he would pay for any extra expenses on his return trip. 

The Samaritan saw his neighbour as anyone who was in need.  



 

  

 
 

As the good man was a Samaritan, Jesus is drawing a strong contrast between those who knew 

the law and those who actually followed the law in their lifestyle and conduct. Jesus now asks 

the lawyer if he can apply the lesson to his own life with the question “So which of these three 

do you think was neighbour to him who fell among the thieves?" Once again, the lawyer’s answer 

is telling of his personal hardness of heart. He cannot bring himself to say the word 

“Samaritan”; he refers to the “good man” as “he who showed mercy.” His hate for the 

Samaritans (his neighbours) was so strong that he couldn’t even refer to them in a proper way. 

Jesus then tells the lawyer to “go and do likewise,” meaning that he should start living what the 

law tells him to do. 

Who was the neighbour in this parable? Our neighbour doesn’t mean our next door 

neighbours.  It could mean the stranger you give a helping hand to, the person you give 

an encouraging word to, the one who hates you should be the one you pray for.  A great 

message during this time of Lent! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

On a final note, at our assembly on Friday, students from Year 5/6 told us more about Project 

Compassion. Caritas is an organisation that we support during this time of the year and each 

class has been given a Project Compassion box to put any monetary donations into. We hope to 

raise some funds for those in less fortunate countries all over the world. One of the ways we 

will raise funds is through our annual Fish and Chip Friday, which will take place next Friday 11 

March. Order forms will be sent home this week. Please ensure your child returns this by next 

Tuesday if they would to have Fish and Chips next Friday. 

 

Keep smiling 

 

Bec  

What ’s happening….. 
 

Year 4 Mass 

9am at St Joseph’s Church 

 

Year 1/2 Assembly 

Friday 2 March  

 

Fish & Chips for CARITAS  

Friday 9 March  
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The Gratitude Project 
 

Week 5 

 
Shelby Rowles 

Kiera Driver 

Sienna Slattery 

Lawson Baker 

Rosie Halt 

Harry Hoskinson 

Fletcher Worland 

 

Awesome work guys! 

Who can  

participate? 

Anyone (Families, Staff, Students, Visitors) 

  

Who do we 

thank? 

Anyone (Families, Staff, Students, Visitors) 

  

What do we do? Write a thank you note 

 

Example One: Thank you Mrs Smith for helping me out with that Maths prob-

lem. I can now solve similar problems by myself. 

  

Example Two: Thanks Mum and Dad for the sandwiches…they were delicious. 

The treat was awesome too. 

  

Example Three: Thank you Harry for playing with me at lunchtime. I was feel-

ing a bit sad today. It was nice to have someone to play with. 

Where do we 

put our notes? 

A box will be left outside the school office – drop your notes in.  A sample of 

thank yous will be read out at assembly each week – the rest will be delivered 

to the recipient. You do not have to sign your name if you want to remain 

anonymous. 
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FROM THE OFFICE: 

 Don’t forget to ‘follow’ our St. Joseph’s P & F Facebook page!  

 Spare 2018 calendars are available, please let the office know if you would like an extra for family 

members 

 If you would like a Direct Debit form for 2018 school fees, please let the office know. 

 Year 5/6 are seeking donations of small pots, teacups,mugs and saucers for their latest Canberra fundraising 

venture - A Plant and Bake sale - Please contact the office if you can help. Thank you! 

 

 

INSTRUMENTAL MUSIC PROGRAM 

Classes are still available in a variety of instruments for both new and existing musical students. Please contact the 

office for more details or another information sheet/permission form. 

 

 

ICECREAM SANDWICHES  

Year 5/6 are selling their ice cream sandwiches today and next Thursday at snack for $2 each. Profits 

will go towards Caritas.  
 

 

TUCKSHOP: 
Thank you to our wonderful Tuckshop helpers for  this week and week 4: Mrs L isa Baker, Sarah Webster, 

Karen Mendoza, Jody Doyle, Tash Roth, Lill Maxwell, Nicole Slattery and Sam Rowles- we couldn’t run Tuckshop 

without you!  

 

 

BOOKCLUB: 
Issue 2 of Bookclub is out today! Please return orders and payment (if not using the online LOOP system) by  

Friday March 16th. Our school receives 20% of orders in credit for books from Scholastic and so this is a great 

opportunity to stock up for Easter!  

 

WORKING BEE 

Calling all parents/caregivers - please support eh school by giving up your valuable time and effort on 

Saturday 17 March.  We are holding  a working bee from 7am - 12pm.  there are a number of small 

jobs that require your talents so even if you only have an hour to spare, we would be very grateful. 
 

 

GOING HOME WITH TODAY’S NEWSLETTER….. 
 Bookclub 

 Survey Brochure and instructions 

 5/6 Canberra camp survey 

 Caritas Fish and Chip order form 

 Deadly Ears hearing forms P-3 

 Catholic Secondary Schools Guide booklet (please see the office if you would like one of these) 

 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjE6_Whye_YAhWDkpQKHQGTDa0QjRwIBw&url=https%3A%2F%2Fjaxstorm.realverse.us%2Fschool-news-clipart%2F&psig=AOvVaw2qkRvVUDvAFJ2cVQotEGGk&ust=1516847920373119
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwiZt-HUwsfZAhXLfLwKHcgLCSwQjRx6BAgAEAY&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.facebook.com%2F&psig=AOvVaw2CbenkEfOXWqowfVktS2z2&ust=1519869879662832


 

 

 

 

 



 

St Joseph’s Primary 
School 

38 Meson Street 
PO Box 119 

Gayndah 
Queensland  4625 

 

 
Phone: 07 4161 1889 

Fax: 07 4161 2655 
Email:  

pgayndah@bne.catholic.edu.au 

Website: 
www.stjosephsgayndah.qld.e

du.au 
St Joseph’s Primary 

Gayndah P & F 

“In All Things 

Glorify God” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  
 

 

 

NDIS PLANNING WORKSHOP 

The National Disability Insurance Agency (NDIA) will present this workshop to help 

people to prepare for their first planning conversation and to explore what is included in 

the participant’s NDIS plan. Come along and learn what is involved in a first planning 

conversation, and how you can best prepare.                                                                  

Date Thursday 1 March                      Time 10am – 12pm                                                                         

Location  Gayndah Shire Hall, 32-34 Capper Street,                                     

Register at:   https://www.ndis.gov.au/event/gayndah-conversation-1mar 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

ST JOSEPH’S 

SCHOOL TERM  

DATES 2018 

Term 1: Tuesday 23 Jan-

uary to Thursday 29 

March (10 weeks) 

Term 2: Tuesday 17 April 

to Friday 29 June (11 

weeks) 

Term 3:  Tuesday 17 July 

to Friday 21 September 

(10 weeks) 

Term 4: Tuesday 9 Octo-

ber to Friday 7 December 

(9 weeks) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

GAYNDAH & DISTRICT  NETBALL JUNIOR SIGN ON  

& COME AND TRY DAY 

 
GIRLS AGED 7-15YRS & BOYS 7-12 YRS 

 

 SUNDAY 4TH MARCH 10AM TO 12.30PM 

 

 GAYNDAH NETBALL COURTS, GAYNDAH SPORTSGROUND 

 

FINISHING WITH A SAUSAGE SIZZLE 

Great opportunity for anyone , who have been thinking they might like to join 

up,  to come and have a go.  It will be lots of fun without the pressure. 

Enquiries to chris duncan 0419 518 423 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Where:  GAYNDAH Lions Park, 

  Anzac Parade 

When:  SUNDAY 4th March  

  7:00am start 
Participants are invited to a FREE sausage 

sizzle after the event. All ages welcome!  
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